Department of Film Studies  
http://www.sbcc.net/academic/film
Film 101
Syllabus
Santa Barbara City College 
Fall 2002

Instructor: Stephen W. DaVega, M.F.A.

E-mail:       davega@sbcc.net 

Tu/Wed:    7:00- 8:50PM/BC FORUM

INTRO: This class is an introductory course on film, analyzing the stylistic and thematic tendencies of a wide range of representative cinema. We will examine techniques, theories, genres and the “language” of this art form. Emphasis will be on the relationship between cinematic techniques and thematic intentions, the form and function of the filmic space.

TEXT: Film Art an Introduction/ Bordwell, Thompson.- 6th Edition  ( ISBN 0-07-231725-6)

ASSIGMENTS/ TESTS: Written work will consist of  3 GLOSSARY assignments in Film Art, an essay form/multiple choice midterm, two papers and an essay/multiple choice form final exam. The class is subject to possible pop quizzes. The midterm and final exam will be based on class lectures, assigned readings and the scheduled films. The analytical papers will be on one of several assigned questions/subjects, and will be based on the films viewed during the course. The paper should be between 5-7 typed pgs, double-spaced, 3-5 paragraphs, and use/site at least 3 sources.

EXTRA CREDIT: A learning log which records impression questions and interpretations of the assigned films as well as responses. The learning log should also contain summaries of all of the assigned reading and lecture notes. This should be legible or typed.

GRADES: Grades will be based on attendance and all of the assigned written work, i.e. exams and papers. Poor attendance will result in being dropped from the class or the lowering of your grade. All textual reading are to be read by the assigned dates. Late papers/midterms/finals will NOT be accepted. Students with poor attendance will be dropped. Plagiarism will result in an Automatic “F” grade.

Schedule of Films and Chapter Readings: (films/dates are subject to change)

Week 1: August


20          Introduction:






Excerpts from Resoivior Dogs and Run Lola Run






Lumiere Brothers, Georges Melies and early film makers






w/discussion





21
Excerpts from the Pulp Fiction
Excerpts from the Origins of Early Cinema I
M  (Fritz Lang, 1931)






TEXT:  Chap 1 (pp. 1-14)

Week 2:August


27
M   w/discussion






TEXT:  Chap 1 (pp. 14-37)

GLOSSARY assignment I ( 20 terms )

28          The 39 Steps (Hitchcock, 1935)

Week 3: Sept.


3
discussion of The 39 Steps






Citizen Kane (Welles, 1941)






TEXT: Chap 3 (pp 59-92), Chap 12 (pp  399-428)






GLOSSARY assignment II ( 20 terms )

4             Citizen Kane (Welles, 1941)w/discussion

Week 4: Sept.


10
Maltese Falcon ( Houston, 1941)






TEXT: Chap 6 (pp156-191)

GLOSSARY assignment III  ( 20 terms )

11         Maltese Falcon ( Houston, 1941) w/discussion

HANDOUT of PAPER TOPICS 1st Paper

Week 5: Sept.


17
Casablanca (Curtiz, 1943)




 






TEXT:  Chap 7 (pp.193-248)

18        Discusssion of Casablanca
Week 6: Sept.


24
The Bicycle Thief (De Sica, 1948)

TEXT:  Chap 8 (pp. 249-290)

25
Discussion of The Bicycle Thief
Week 7: Oct.


1
Excerpts from The Searchers (Ford, 1956)

The Seven Samurai ( Kurosowa, 1954)

TEXT: Chap 4 (pp 94-109 )





2
1st PAPER DUE

Discussion of The Seven Samurai ( Kurosowa, 1954)

Week 8: Oct.


8
The Seventh Seal ( Bergman, 1957)

Chap 9 (pp 291-326)





9
The Seventh Seal w/discussion

Week 9: Oct.


15
The 400 Blows (Traffaut, 1959)





16
Discussion of The 400 Blows
Week 10: Oct.


22
MIDTERM

Lawrence of Arabia (Lean , 1962)

23 Lawrence of Arabia

Week 11: Oct.


29
Lawrence of Arabia 





La Jetee (Marker, 1963)/12 Monkeys (Gilliam, 1996?)

TEXT: Chap 10 (pp 327-332)

30           Discussion of La Jetee/12 Monkeys/Lawrence

HANDOUT of PAPER TOPICS 2nd Paper

Week 12: Nov.


5
Dr. StrangeLove (Kubrick, 1963)






TEXT: Chap 5 (pp 110-116, pp122-123,pp 128-144)





6
Discussion of Dr. StrangeLove

Week 13: Nov.


12
Bonnie and Clyde (Penn, 1967)


TEXT: Chap 2 (pp 39-58)

13           Discussion of Bonnie and Clyde

Week 14: Nov.


19
The Graduate (Nichols, 1967) 

20           Discussion of The Graduate 

2nd PAPER DUE

Week 15: Dec.


26
China Town (Polanski, 1974)





27
Discussion of ChinaTown
Week 16 Dec.


3
Blade Runner (Scott, 1982)





4
Discussion of Blade Runner

Week 17: Dec.


10
All About My Mother (Almodovar, 1999)
11        Discussion All About My Mother

Week 18: Dec.


17
Review





18
Final

