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Allan Daviau

Cinematographer, Special Effects, Camera, and Electrical Department 

Birth

June 14, 1942 (New Orleans, USA)

Genres

Drama, Documentary, and Short

As a child, Allen Daviau developed an interest in photography and cameras, which he has translated into a career as one of the most respected directors of photography in contemporary cinema. After studying stage lighting and working in camera stores and photo labs, he began working on student films and as a professional photographer. In the mid-1960s, Daviau shot promotional films for recording artists such as Jimi Hendrix, Aretha Franklin and The Who and was a still photographer for The Monkees. In 1967, he was introduced to aspiring filmmaker Steven Spielberg who eventually chose him to shoot the well-received short "Amblin'" (1969). Daviau began to find work as a cinematographer on TV-movies like "The Streets of L.A." (CBS, 1979) and "Rage" (NBC, 1990) before earning his first feature credit, for additional photography, on the special edition of Spielberg's "Close Encounters of the Third Kind" (released in 1980). 

Considered one of the masters of the Hollywood film of the past two decades, Daviau has a knack not only just for crisp, energetic images that seem to jump off the screen, but also for lighting which delves into the psychological thought processes of the characters. He has been able to capture internal thoughts of characters, which some film purists think was more easily done in black and white, not color. In that sense, Daviau may be considered a master of color filmmaking. He has shot several films from the point of view of a small child ("E.T. Extra-Terrestrial" 1982; "Empire of the Sun" 1987; "Avalon" 1990). His work creates very specific worlds: a placid suburbia visited by a space creature in "E.T."; the grubby backstreets of China and the bleached out Japanese internment camp in "Empire of the Sun"; the gauzy afterlife of Albert Brooks' "Defending Your Life" (1991); and the burgeoning world of Las Vegas in "Bugsy" (also 1991). For "The Color Purple" (1985), Daviau created a rich saturation of colors that blend so that the land and foliage becomes the people become the sky. Despite earning Oscar nominations for Best Cinematography for "E.T." "The Color Purple", "Empire of the Sun", "Avalon" and "Bugsy", he has yet to win the award. He has continued to work into the 90s earning further praise for his work on Peter Weir's "Fearless" (1993) and Frank Marshall's "Congo" (1995). 

 Cinematographer:

1. Van Helsing (2004) 

2. Olive or Twist 2004 (2004) 

3. Digital Video Essentials (2003) (V) (segments) 

4. The Routine (2002) 

5. New Gladiators (2002) 

6. Hearts in Atlantis (2001) (uncredited) 

7. Sweet (2001) 

8. The Translator (2000) 

9. The Astronaut's Wife (1999) 

10. Congo (1995) 

11. Fearless (1993) (director of photography) 

12. Bugsy (1991) (director of photography) 

13. Defending Your Life (1991) 

14. Avalon (1990) 

15. Empire of the Sun (1987) 

16. Harry and the Hendersons (1987) (director of photography) 
... aka Bigfoot (Philippines: English title) 
... aka Bigfoot and the Hendersons (UK) 

17. The Color Purple (1985) 

18. "Amazing Stories" (1 episode, 1985)
... aka Steven Spielberg's Amazing Stories (USA: complete title) 
    - Ghost Train (1985) TV Episode 

19. The Falcon and the Snowman (1985) 

20. The Doors: Dance on Fire (1985) (V) (director of photography) (video "LA Woman") 

21. Twilight Zone: The Movie (1983) (segments 2, 4) 

22. Legs (1983) (TV) 

23. Harry Tracy, Desperado (1982) 
... aka Harry Tracy 
... aka Harry Tracy: Dead or Alive (UK) 

24. E.T. the Extra-Terrestrial (1982) (director of photography) 
... aka E.T. (USA: short title) 
... aka E.T. the Extra- Terrestrial: The 20th Anniversary (USA: longer version) 

25. Rage! (1980) (TV) 

26. The Boy Who Drank Too Much (1980) (TV) 

27. The Streets of L.A. (1979) (TV) 

28. Names of Sin (1975) 

29. Everything You Know Is Wrong (1975) 
... aka Firesign Theatre Sez: 'Everything You Know Is Wrong' (USA) 

30. Mother Tiger Mother Tiger (1974) 

31. The Brothers O'Toole (1973) 

32. Say Goodbye (1971) 

33. Mooch Goes to Hollywood (1971) (TV) 
... aka Mooch (USA: video title) 

34. Amblin' (1968) 

Camera and Electrical Department:

1. Video Essentials (1996) (V) (photographer: Jenifer Wymore with test charts) 

2. Top Secret! (1984) (director of photography: additional photography) 

3. Indiana Jones and the Temple of Doom (1984) (director of photography: second unit) 

4. Racing with the Moon (1984) (director of photography: additional photography) (uncredited) 

5. Close Encounters of the Third Kind (1977) (additional photographer) (special edition: Gobi desert sequence) (uncredited) 
... aka CE3K (USA: informal short title) 
... aka Close Encounters of the Third Kind: Special Edition (USA: reissue title) 

6. Say Goodbye (1971) (camera operator) 

7. The Trip (1967/II) (assistant camera) 

8. Slipstream (1967) (camera operator) 

Miscellaneous Crew:

1. Visions of Light (1992) (co-chairman: ASC education committee) 
... aka Visions of Light: The Art of Cinematography 

Special Effects:

1. The Trip (1967/II) (special psychedelic effects producer) 

Thanks:

1. Causality (2004) (special thanks) 

2. A Collaboration of Spirits: Casting and Acting 'The Color Purple' (2003) (V) (special thanks) 

3. Cultivating a Classic: The Making of 'The Color Purple' (2003) (V) (special thanks) 

4. Hearts in Atlantis (2001) (thanks) 

5. Smoke Signals (1998) (thanks) 
... aka Secret des cendres, Le (Canada: French title) 

6. Visions of Light (1992) (special thanks from afi) 
... aka Visions of Light: The Art of Cinematography 

Self:

1. "Sunday Morning Shootout" .... Himself (1 episode, 2007)
    - Brad Grey (2007) TV Episode .... Himself 

2. Cinematographer Style (2006) 

3. The Informer: Out of the Fog (2006) (V) .... Himself 

4. Cultivating a Classic: The Making of 'The Color Purple' (2003) (V) .... Himself 

5. Tune in Trip Out (2003) (V) .... Himself 

6. Allen Daviau, ASC on Psychedelic Film Effects (2003) (V) .... Himself 

7. E.T. the Extra-Terrestrial: 20th Anniversary Celebration (2002) (V) .... Himself 

8. Live at the Shrine! John Williams and the World Premiere of 'E.T.: The Extra Terrestrial': The 20th Anniversary (2002) (V) 

9. Stanley Kubrick: A Life in Pictures (2001) .... Himself

10. Frank Capra's American Dream (1997) (TV) .... Himself 

11. The Making of 'E.T. The Extra-Terrestrial' (1996) (V) .... Himself
... aka E.T.: The Extra-Terrestrial - A Look Back (USA: cut version) 

12. Visions of Light (1992) .... Himself
... aka Visions of Light: The Art of Cinematography 

