
Walter 
Benjamin 

The camera’s role 

Walter 
Benjamin 

The Camera Roll 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Walter Benjamin’s ideas of the role the camera plays in film



“Close ups, pans, special effects, etc  all subject the film 
actor’s performance  to a series of optical tests.”  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
“The sequence of positional views which the editor composes from the material supplied him constitutes the completed film.”



The film actor does not get an opportunity to feel out his audience 
and adjust his performance based on their reaction like a stage 
actor can. This is unique to the film actor. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
“This fact allows members of the audience to take on the roll of a critic, without experiencing any personal contact from the actor.”



The audience’s identification with the film actor is 
really an identification with the camera itself. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is not the way cult values may become exposed.



“What matters is that the actor represents himself to the public 
in front of the camera.” 

“What matters is that the part is acted not for 
an audience, but a mechanical device.” 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The aura of that of an actor is lost in film. Aura meaning a unique existence.



Because of film, a person now has to 
act with their whole self, but without 
their aura being present. 

Aura is tied to a person 

It can not be replicated 

or replaced 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The aura present in stage acting can not be separated from the audience to the actor.



The stage actor identifies himself with his character role.  

The film actor is denied this opportunity as most of his works  
are completed in many 
separate “takes” that can  
are often are performed 
several times before 
completed 

This is the technique of editing 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Editing allows for scenes to be shot out of order and on different days. This is a powerful tool at allows a story to forced into a working sequential order.



FILM 
is 

ART 

This art lacks aura 
and is 
Reproducible 

But.. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Film can seem more real than life due to the deception of the camera. The audience of film has become the masses due to the reproducible nature of film. 



Walter Benjamin gave an analogy of  the medicine man vs. the 
surgeon 

And their contrasting 
approaches to healing 



The magician/healer is a metaphor for the painter.  

Natural person to person contact 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The healer will keep a natural distance between himself and his patient. This distance is reduced through his physical contact with his patient. 



The surgeon 

Does not face 

The patient 

until his task is done 

The surgeon represents the process of film 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The surgeon accomplishes this but in reverse. He diminishes the distance between himself and his patient through his craft of penetrating the patient’s body



While both the artist and film maker produce 
artwork, the artwork made is profoundly 
different from each other. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
“The painter maintains in his work a natural distance from reality, the cameraman penetrates deeply into its web.” Paintings are a total piece that are complete while film is a sum of many other pieces of work cut and sown together. And if the two were to make a work about the same theme, the works would be drastically different.



The modern man sees film as a superior representation of reality. 
Film is not even comparable to the work of a traditional painter. 

Mechanical reproduction of art changes the reaction people, the 
masses, have toward art it self. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
“The progressive reaction is characterized by the direct, intimate fusion of visual and emotional enjoyment with the orientation of the expert”
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