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IT HAPPENED ONE NIGHT is also another example of the adult-themed, sophisticated product Hollywood had achieved with sound pictures by 1934. In July of that year the Production Code would take all glitz out of films and reduce them to the level of o 10 year old child.

based on a short story "Night Bus" by Samuel Hopkins Adams

multiple academy awards during 1934 - the first year of the academy awards. It has won at least best actor, best actress and best director.

"screwball" comedies prior to IT HAPPENED ONE NIGHT, Capra's PLATINUM BLONDE (Columbia, 1931); MGM's BOMBSHELL (1933) with Jean Harlow, and THREE CORNERED MOON (Paramount, 1933) starring Claudette Colbert, it's been said that this movie alone had set the pattern for what was to follow, rich girl/ common man; madcap society family learning the true lesson of humanity;

CLARK GABLE 

CLAUDETTE CAULBER, thought film was a complete disaster.

FRANK CAPRA- 

"Little Guy" films-      

·  Mr. Deeds Goes to Town (1936)

· Mr. Smith Goes to Washington (1939)

· Meet John Doe certainly the darkest of the "little guy" dramas (1941)

· He began as a gag writer for silent comedy kings Hal Roach and Mack Sennett, eventually working for comic actor Harry Langdon as a writer and later director. 

· Capra went to Columbia-then a minor studio-and began an amazing affiliation that, through his efforts, brought the company "major" status. 

·  It Happened One Night (1934) cemented his reputation by becoming the first film to win all five top Oscars.

·  Within four years, he would win two more Best Director trophies, for Mr. Deeds Goes to Town (1936), and You Can't Take It With You (1938), his second Best Picture winner. 

· collaboration with screenwriter Robert Riskin, who with Capra developed the little-guy-bucks-the-system theme that was eventually dubbed "Capra-corn." 

·  and the black comedy Arsenic and Old Lace (not released until 1944)-before World War 2 beckoned, resulting in several outstanding documentaries in the "Why We Fight" series.

· After WWII formed Liberty Pictures with George Stevens and William Wyler, but It's a Wonderful Life (1946) and State of the Union (1948) were boxoffice flops, and the unit eventually dissolved. 

· Capra's 1971 autobiography, "The Name Above the Title," is one of the most entertaining books ever written about the movie industry-compulsively readable though, as it turns out, fanciful. (In 1992 Joseph McBride effectively rebutted that book with an exhaustively detailed biography, "Frank Capra: The Catastrophe of Success.") 

· He lived long enough to see a new generation rediscover his work, but it was a bittersweet irony that America fell in love with It's a Wonderful Life because the film fell into the public domain, run ning on TV during the Christmas holidays. It brought him no income, and was colorized against his wishes. 

