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Kathryn Bigelow

Director, Writer, Producer

Birth: November 27, 1951 (San Carlos, California)

Genres: Science Fiction, Action, Horror

Kathryn Bigelow, according to Variety, is an audaciously talented filmmaker determined to push the envelope for women directors," and in the course of her career, she has distinguished herself as one of Hollywood's most innovative filmmakers.

She was born in San Carlos, California, U.S., as the only child of a paint store manager and a librarian. Bigelow entered the cinema by way of the art world, starting her creative life as a painter. She took up formal studies at the San Francisco Art Institute for two years before winning a prestigious scholarship to the Whitney Museum Independent Study Program in 1971. Bigelow entered the graduate film program at Columbia University, where she studied theory and criticism. Bigelow ventured further into the realm of the avant-garde as the assistant of conceptual artist Vito Acconci. Among her duties was filming slogans to run behind the artist's performance pieces.

In 1985, Bigelow directed and also co-wrote the stirring cult classic Near Dark. Produced by Steven-Charles Jaffe, the film was critically lauded as poetic horror, and as always, Bigelow's visual style garnered positive reactions from the press who described it as "dreamy, passionate and terrifying, a hallucinatory vision of the American night-world that becomes both seductive and devastating. Following the release of Near Dark," the Museum of Modern Art honored Bigelow with a career retrospective. Bigelow became a cult figure after the release of Near Dark.
In 1991, Bigelow directed the action thriller Point Break, starring Keanu Reeves and Patrick Swayze. Executive produced by James Cameron, Point Break explored the dangerous extremes of a psychological struggle between two young men. Regarding Bigelow's work on the film The Chicago Tribune commended her astonishing filmmaking sensibilities and described her as "a uniquely talented, uniquely powerful filmmaker [who] has tapped in to something primal and strong. She is a sensualist in the most sensual of mediums.

Her 1995 film Strange Days, written and produced by her then-ex-husband James Cameron, failed to attract a major audience. A neo-noir thriller set in Los Angeles at the turn of the millennium, the film focuses on the effects on society of a new technology that records everything a person experiences, allowing others to relive the sensations when they wear the device and play back the recordings. Set against this backdrop is a murder-mystery plot, culminating in a finale during a New Year's Eve Party involving tens of thousands of extras in and around the Westin Bonaventure Hotel in downtown Los Angeles. The film, starring Ralph Fiennes and Angela Bassett, plays against gender stereotypes, making the lead a weak ex-cop who is heavily dependent on a strong woman. Although the action heroine is a clearly visible type in all of Cameron's films, Bigelow made this theme even more explicit, dressing Fiennes in elegant, colorful printed silk shirts while Bassett wears suits and masculine leather outfits.

Her TV credits include episodes of Homicide: Life on the Street (1997-1998), the post-Twin Peaks TV series Wild Palms (1993), and several others. She also directed the music video for the New Order song "Touched by the Hand of God."

Kathryn Bigelow's small but impressive body of work has consistently dealt with issues of violence and tension.  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Kathryn Bigelow is one of the few women directors working successfully in Hollywood today. She is certainly exceptional in that much of her work has been made within the traditionally male-dominated arena of big-budget action movies, a choice of field that has earned her a reputation as quite a maverick. However, Bigelow's films often reflect a different approach to these genres because she consistently explores themes of violence, voyeurism and sexual politics; ultimately, she seems to be concerned with questioning the very nature of the boundaries between particular genres.

Director:

1. The Hurt Locker (2008) (post-production) 

2. Mission Zero (2007) 

3. "Karen Sisco" (1 episode, 2004)
    - He Was a Friend of Mine (2004) TV episode 

4. K-19: The Widowmaker (2002) 
... aka K*19: The Widowmaker (USA: poster title) 
... aka K-19 - Showdown in der Tiefe (Germany) 
... aka K-19: Terreur sous la mer (Canada: French title) 

5. The Weight of Water (2000) 
... aka Poids de l'eau, Le (Canada: French title) (France) 

6. "Homicide: Life on the Street" (3 episodes, 1998-1999)
... aka Homicide (USA: informal short title) 
    - Lines of Fire (1999) TV episode 
    - Fallen Heroes: Part 2 (1998) TV episode 
    - Fallen Heroes: Part 1 (1998) TV episode 

7. Strange Days (1995) 

8. "Wild Palms" (1993) (mini) TV mini-series (hour 4) 

9. Point Break (1991) 

10. Blue Steel (1990) 

11. New Order: Substance (1989) (V) (video "Touched By The Hand Of God") 

12. Near Dark (1987) 

13. The Loveless (1982) 
... aka Breakdown 

14. The Set-Up (1978) 

Writer:

1. The Hurt Locker (2008) (post-production) (story) 

2. Undertow (1996) (written by) 

3. Blue Steel (1990) (written by) 

4. Near Dark (1987) (written by) 

5. The Loveless (1982) (writer) 
... aka Breakdown 

Producer:

1. The Hurt Locker (2008) (post-production) (producer) 

2. K-19: The Widowmaker (2002) (producer) 
... aka K*19: The Widowmaker (USA: poster title) 
... aka K-19 - Showdown in der Tiefe (Germany) 
... aka K-19: Terreur sous la mer (Canada: French title) 

Actress:

1. Born in Flames (1983) .... Newspaper Editor

