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Henri-Robert-Marcel Duchamp

Born
July 28, 1887
Blainville-Crevon, France
Died
October 2, 1968 (aged 81)

Neuilly-sur-Seine, France
Nationality
French, became a U.S. citizen in 1955

Field
Painting, Sculpture, Film
Movement
Dada, Surrealism
Famous works
Nude Descending a Staircase, No. 2 (1912))

Fountain (1917)

The Bride Stripped Bare By Her Bachelors, Even (1915-23)

Etant donnés (1946-66)

Marcel Duchamp (pronounced [maʀsɛl dyˈʃɑ̃]) (July 28, 1887 – October 2, 1968) was a French artist (he became an American citizen in 1955) whose work and ideas had considerable influence on the development of post-World War II Western art, and whose advice to modern art collectors helped shape the tastes of the Western art world.

While he is most often associated with the Dada and Surrealism movements, his participation in Surrealism was largely behind the scenes, and after being involved in New York Dada, he barely participated in Paris Dada.

Thousands of books and articles attempt to interpret Duchamp's artwork and philosophy, but in interviews and his writing, Duchamp only added to the mystery. The interpretations interested him as creations of their own, and as reflections of the interpreter.

A playful man, Duchamp prodded thought about artistic processes and art marketing, not so much with words, but with actions such as dubbing a urinal "art" and naming it Fountain. He produced relatively few artworks as he quickly moved through the avant-garde rhythms of his time.

The creative act is not performed by the artist alone; the spectator brings the work in contact with the external world by deciphering and interpreting its inner qualifications and thus adds his contribution to the creative act. (Marcel Duchamp)[
Childhood:

Marcel Duchamp was born in Blainville-Crevon Seine-Maritime in the Haute-Normandie Region of France, and grew up in a family that liked cultural activities. The art of painter and engraver Emile Nicolle, his maternal grandfather, filled the house, and the family liked to play chess, read books, painted and made music together.

As a child, with his two older brothers already away from home at school in Rouen, Duchamp was closer to his sister Suzanne who was a willing accomplice in the games and activities conjured from his fertile imagination. At 10 years old, Duchamp followed in his brothers' footsteps when he left home and began schooling at Lycée Corneille in Rouen. For the next 7 years he was locked into an educational regime which focused on intellectual development. Though he was not an outstanding student, his best subject was mathematics, and he won two mathematics prizes at the school. He also won a prize for drawing in 1903, and at his commencement in 1904 he won a coveted first prize validating his recent decision to become an artist.

He took drawing classes and learned academic drawing from a teacher, who unsuccessfully attempted to protect his students from Impressionism, Post-Impressionism and other avant-garde influences. However, Duchamp's artist mentor was his brother Jacques Villon, whose fluid and incisive style he sought to imitate. At 14, his first serious art attempts were drawings and watercolors depicting Suzanne Duchamp in various poses and activities. That summer he also painted landscapes in an Impressionist style using oils.

Fountain by Marcel Duchamp, 1917, photograph by Alfred Stieglitz.

New York Dada had a less serious tone than that of Europe, and wasn't a particularly organized venture. Duchamp's friend Picabia connected with the Dada group in Zürich, bringing to New York the Dada ideas of absurdity and anti-art. Together with Man Ray and many from the group that met almost nightly at the Arensberg home or caroused in Greenwich Village, Duchamp contributed his ideas about art and his humor to the New York activities, much of which ran concurrent with the development of readymades and The Large Glass. (See also found art.)

Duchamp and Dada are most often connected by his submission of Fountain, a urinal, to the Society of Independent Artists exhibit in 1917. The Independent Artists shows were unjuried and all pieces that were submitted were displayed. However, the show committee said that Fountain was not art and rejected it from the show causing an uproar amongst the Dadaists and led Duchamp to resign from the board of the Independent Artists.[2]
Along with Henri-Pierre Roché and Beatrice Wood, Duchamp published New York's Dada's magazine, The Blind Man which included art, literature, humor and commentary.

Actor:

8 X 8: A Chess Sonata in 8 Movements (1957)  ... aka 8 X 8 (USA: short title)  

Witch's Cradle (1944)  

Entr'acte (1924) .... Unnamed 

Lafayette, We Come (1918) .... Wounded man ... aka Lafayette! We Come! (International: English title) 

Miscellaneous Crew:

Dreams That Money Can Buy (1947) (based on drawings, objects and suggestions by) 

Director:

-Anémic cinéma (1926)  ... aka Anemic Cinema (USA) 

Thanks:

Wie die Weltmeister (1981) (dedicatee)  ... aka Weltmeister, Die (West Germany: reissue title) 

Self:

Dada (1967) .... Himself

Grimaces (1967) .... Himself

Archive Footage:

"Tate Modern"      - The Enemy Within (2000) TV episode .... Himself

"The Works"      - The Secret Life of Marcel Duchamp (1997) TV episode .... Himself

Verifica incerta, La (1965)

