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Joseph Cornell was born on December 24th 1903 and died December 29th 1972.  

Cornell was an artist and sculptor influenced by surrealism.   Along with this Cornell was an avant-garde experimental film maker.  Cornell’s art usually consisted of boxed assemblages created from found object.  In addition to this he would create flat collages and make short art films.  Cornell was not formerly trained in art and he was heavily influenced by American Transcendentialists such as Emily Dickinson, Hollywood Mallarme, and Gerard de Nerval.  

The films made by Cornell consist of Rose Hobart (1936), Childrens Party (1940), Cotillion (1940) The Midnight Party (1940), The Aviary (1955), Gnir Rednow (1956), Mulberry Street (1957), Boys Games (1957, Centuries of June (1955), Nymphlight (1957), Flushing Meadows (1965), A Legend for Fountains (1957-1965), Bookstalls, and by night with torch and spear (1979).  

He devoted his life to caring for his brother who died in 1965.  Being an artist coming up in the great depression Cornell found himself penniless for a majority of his life.  It was not up until the end of Cornell’s career that he became a highly regarded artist.  

Preserved in Cornell's boxes are items as divergent as drinking glasses and a cork ball; a clay pipe and a diagram of the orbits of earth and the moon; images of a Medici Princess, each accompanied by a wooden sphere; and a translucent marble in a cascade of blue sand. Cornell fuses his work with poetic intensity, and a private and enigmatic sentiment, which together affect the viewer as if these very objects formed a recording of a burst of Cornell's sense of joy, or wonder, or love, or sadness.
Though now highly sought after by Museums and private collections, Cornell's signature "boxes", which he began to make in the 1930s were not originally conceived as being for such a wide audience. Rather, they were made as "gifts" for individuals sometimes living, sometimes dead, often people the artist had never met, but who in some way had touched his life
Filmography

Director:

Angel (1957)

Fable for Fountains (1957)

Nymphlight (1957)

What Mozart Saw on Mulberry Street (1956)

Aviary (1955)

Centuries of June (1955)

The Wonder Ring (1955) 

Rose Hobart (1936) (uncredited) 

Archive Footage:

Cornell, 1965 (1978) .... Himself

