FILM 101: Introduction to Film

Instructor:      Stephen W. DaVega, M.F.A.

Tu/Wed
7:00-8:50pm

This class is an introductory course on film, analyzing the stylistic and thematic tendencies of a wide range of representative cinema. We will examine techniques, theories, genres and the “language” of this art form. Emphasis will be on the relationship between cinematic techniques and thematic intentions, the form and function of the filmic space.

There will be one quiz on terminology. Written work will consist of a quiz, midterm two papers and a final exam. The midterm and final exam will be based on class lectures. Assigned readings and the scheduled films. The analytical papers should be between 5-7 typed pgs. And will be based on the films viewed during the course.

EXTRA CREDIT: A learning log which records impression questions and interpretation of the assigned films as wall as responses to the questions and the credit sheets for each film may be competed for extra credit. The learning log should also contain summaries of all of the assigned reading and lecture notes. Additional paper may also be written for extra credit.

Grades will be based on attendance and all of the assigned written work, i.e. exams and papers. Poor attendance will result in being dropped from the class or lowering of your grade. All textual reading are to be read by the assigned dates. Late papers will not be accepted. Students with poor attendanc3e will be dropped. Plagiarism will result in an

Automatic “F” grade.

Schedule of Films and Chapter Readings:

Week 1: August

22        Introduction






Excerpts from PulpFiction






Lumiere Brothers, Georges Melies and early film 





Makers






TEXT:  Chap 1 & 2 (pp. 2-58),

STUDY GLOSSARY of TERMS





23
Citizen Kane (Welles, 1941)






TEXT:  Chap 3 (pp. 2-58), Chap 12 (pp.399-425)

STUDY GLOSSARY of TERMS

Week 2:September

5
M  (Fritz Lang, 1931)






TEXT:  Chap 4 (pp94-109), German Expressionism 

pp.406-408

STUDY GLOSSARY of TERMS

6 QUIZ on GLOSSARY of TERMS

Discussion of M 

Week 3: Sept.


12
The 39 Steps (Hitchcock, 1935)






TEXT: Chap 6 (pp156-169)

13
Discussion of 39 Steps

Week 4: Sept.


19
Rebel without a Cause (Ray, 1955)






TEXT: Chap 6 (pp. 169-175) 





20
Discussion of Rebel without a Cause 

Week 5: Sept.


26
Casablanca (Curtiz, 1943)






TEXT: Chap 6 (pp. 175-191)

27 FIRST PAPER DUE

Discussion of Casablanca

Week 6: Oct.


3
The Searchers (Ford, 1956)






TEXT:  Chap 7 (pp.193-248)

4
Discussion of the Searchers

Week 7: Oct.


10
The Bicycle Thief (De Sica, 1948)

TEXT: Chap 8 (pp. 249-290), Italian Neo-Realism pp.406-408





11
Discussion of the Bicycle Thief

Week 8: Oct.


17
The 400 Blows (Traffaut, 1959)

TEXT Chap 11 (pp 352-376) French New Wave pp 419-422





18
Discussion of the 400 Blows

Week 9: Oct.


24
Baraka





25
TEXT Chap 5 (pp 110-128) Chap 11 (pp 376-396)

Week 10: Oct./Nov.

31
MIDTERM






1


Week 11: Nov.

7
La Jetee (Marker, 1963)/12 Monkeys (Gilliam)






TEXT Chap 5 (pp128-153)

8.       Discussion of La Jetee/12 Monkeys

Week 12: Nov.

14
Dr. Strange Love (Kubrick, 1963)






15
Discussion of Dr. StrangeLove

Week 13: Nov.

21
China Town (Polanski, 1974)





22
Discussion of ChinaTown

Week 14: Nov.

28
Annie Hall (Allen, 1977)





29
Discussion of Annie Hall

Week 15: Dec.


5
 





6


Week 16 Dec.


12
Blade Runner (Scott,





13
Discussion of Blade Runner

Week 17: Dec.


19
Review





20
Final

