Department of Film Studies  
http://www.sbcc.net/academic/film
Filmst 113-Intro to Film
Syllabus
Santa Barbara City College 
Spring 2007

Instructor:

Stephen W. DaVega, MFA

Chair, Multimedia Arts and Technologies

E-Mail:         
davega@sbcc.net 

Voice Mail:      965-0581 ext. 3570

Office:

A175, SOMA Dac Lab

Office Hours:
A175 Thur 5-6  or Fridays by appointment 

Lab/Lecture
2:00-5:00   Tues/Thur   A160

Reader:
Amy Ford

INTRO: This class is an introductory course on the development, history, theory and aesthetics of avant-garde, experimental and non-narrative cinema. Study of significant works, figures and movements related to these non-traditional cinematic forms. Examines representative examples of non-narrative films, and explores their function as a counterweight to the more dominant forms of narrative and documentary.
SITE: http://soma.sbcc.edu/users/davega/FILMST_113/
TEXT: A.L. Rees, A History of Experimental Film and Video. BFI, 1999. (ISBN 0851706819)

ASSIGMENTS/ TESTS: Class work will consist of:

1. Quizzes. 3 to 5 Pop/Surprise quizzes [100pts]

2. Mid-term- Multiple choice, fill in the blank, short essay. [100pts]

3. 4  Short Analytical Papers- The analytical paper should be between 2-4  typed pages and be based on the films viewed during the course. Papers will be due at the beginning of class on the assigned date. [50pts per paper]

4. Final exam- Multiple choice, essay. [100pts]

5. Participation- Participation during class discussion/lecture is expected. [100pts]

6. Extra Credit- Organized/well kept note book on films/lectures [25pts]

TOTAL=600pts (Total Possible 625 with Notebook) 

GRADES: Grades will be based on attendance, participation and all the assigned written work (i.e. assignments, papers midterms and final exam). The quizzes, midterms and final exams will be based on class lectures, assigned reading and the scheduled films. Poor attendance will result in being dropped from the class or a lowing of your grade.. If you miss 2 unexcused class meetings, your grade will be dropped an entire grade. To be counted present you must be here the ENTIRE class meeting. Late papers will NOT be accepted. Plagiarism will result in an automatic “F” grade..

EXTRA CREDIT: A learning log which records impression questions and interpretation of the assigned films as well as responses. The learning log should also contain summaries of all of the assigned reading and lecture notes. This should be legible or typed.

GRADES: Grades will be based on attendance and all of the assigned written work, i.e. exams and papers. Students with poor attendance will be dropped or have their grades lowered. 3 unexcused absences will equal 1 full letter grade. All textual reading are to be read by the assigned dates. Late papers will NOT be accepted. Plagiarism will result in an Automatic “F” grade.

Schedule of Films and Chapter Readings: (dates may change / films subject to change)
Week 1: January

22        LECTURE: Introduction:

The Avante Garde in context: Narrative, National and Genre filmmaking






Baraka, Alexander Nevsky, Un Chien Andulou, 





ASSIGNMENT: What is the Avant Garde?

TEXT:  None





23
Man with the Movie Camera, 
Lumiere Brothers, Georges Melies and early film makers
Excerpts from the Origins of Early Cinema I





ASSIGNMENT: None

TEXT:  None

Week 2:January

29
TBA

30        TBA

Week 3: February

5
TBA

6          DUE: What is the Avante Garde
