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Charles Rosher

Cinematographer

Birth
  November 15, 1885 (London, England)

Death
  January 15, 1974 (Lisbon, Portugal)

Genres
  Drama, Comedy, Romance, and Musical

Pioneering cinematographer who developed many of the "tricks" of "star" lighting, Rosher began his career in London film laboratories, and as photographer to the Court of St. James, before moving to the US in 1908 and settling in Hollywood in 1911. Rosher enjoyed two exceptionally creative periods during his 40-year career. In the silent era he was responsible for several important technical innovations, shot several Mary Pickford vehicles (including "Little Lord Fauntleroy" 1921 and "Sparrows" 1926), and was co-photographer, with Karl Struss, of F.W. Murnau's visually haunting "Sunrise" (1927), for which they shared the first Academy Award for cinematography. In the 1940s and 50s, he again asserted himself as one of the foremost artists in his field with the lush color compositions of features such as "Ziegfeld Follies" (1946), "Show Boat" (1951), and "Kiss Me Kate" (1953). To say Rosher is a pioneer of filmmaking is an understatement. While films were first shot in Hollywood in 1908, Rosher arrived and began working in the town in 1911, two years before DeMille and Lasky shot the first feature film. Beginning in 1916 he was, for 12 years, personal DP for Mary Pickford, lighting her so the audience could not tell she was still playing the sweet young thing while far past the age of ingenue. Rosher compiled a list of many classic films, but his mark as a DP rests not on his mastery of lighting, or being able to reveal the internal thoughts of the actors through shadows. Rather, his fame rests on the many innovations attributed to him. Rosher had a keen understanding of the star power of the Hollywood system, and was the first DP to use stand-ins for actors in order to insure "star" lighting.

 He also developed reflectors to aid towards the same purpose. Rosher also was able to use dummies in action sequences and light and shoot them so the audience was none the wiser, releasing the actors from dangerous stunts. In the 1921 version of "Little Lord Fauntleroy" starring Pickford, Rosher was able to develop the rudiments of the system which allowed Pickford to kiss herself on screen (through split screen). Some sources also credit Rosher as being the first DP to successfully use artificial light to boost the natural sources for outdoor sequences. Among the many classic films on which Rosher was associated were the original "Pollyanna" (1920), "Tess of the Storm Country" (1922), "What Price Hollywood?" (1932), "Little Lord Fauntleroy" (Freddie Bartholomew; 1936), "Neptune's Daughter" (1949), and "Annie Get Your Gun" (1950). Rosher retired from filmmaking in 1960, departed Hollywood and moved to Jamaica, purchasing the Errol Flynn plantation. A founder of the American Society of Cinematographers, he oft appeared at film festivals and lectured at colleges and film schools. Rosher is the father of cinematographer Charles Rosher Jr., who has worked extensively in TV, and actress Joan Marsh, who co-starred in numerous films of the 30s and 40s. In 1938, Rosher was sentenced to a jail term for failing to pay child support to his first wife for Marsh, a case dating back to the early 30s. Rosher claimed that as although Marsh was under 18, she was earning thousands of dollars as an actress and Rosher failed to see why he should give his ex-wife the child support checks
Cinematographer:

1. Jupiter's Darling (1955) 

2. Kiss Me Kate (1953) 

3. Young Bess (1953) 

4. The Story of Three Loves (1953) 
... aka Equilibrium 
... aka Three Stories of Love 

5. Scaramouche (1952) (director of photography) 

6. Show Boat (1951) (director of photography) 

7. Pagan Love Song (1950) 

8. Annie Get Your Gun (1950) 

9. East Side, West Side (1949) (director of photography) 

10. The Red Danube (1949) 

11. Neptune's Daughter (1949) 

12. Words and Music (1948) 

13. On an Island with You (1948) 

14. Song of the Thin Man (1947) (director of photography) 

15. Dark Delusion (1947) 
... aka Cynthia's Secret (UK) 

16. Fiesta (1947) 

17. The Yearling (1946) 

18. Ziegfeld Follies (1946) 
... aka Ziegfeld Follies of 1946 (USA: poster title) 

19. Yolanda and the Thief (1945) 

20. Kismet (1944) (director of photography) 
... aka Oriental Dream (USA: TV title) 

21. Swing Fever (1943) 

22. I Dood It (1943) (uncredited) 
... aka By Hook or by Crook (UK) 

23. Assignment in Brittany (1943) 

24. Stand by for Action (1942) (director of photography) 
... aka Cargo of Innocents (UK) 

25. Pierre of the Plains (1942) 

26. Mokey (1942) (director of photography) 

27. One Foot in Heaven (1941) 

28. Million Dollar Baby (1941) 

29. Four Mothers (1941) 

30. My Love Came Back (1940) 

31. Three Cheers for the Irish (1940) 

32. Brother Rat and a Baby (1940) 
... aka Baby Be Good (UK) 

33. A Child Is Born (1939) 

34. Espionage Agent (1939) (director of photography) 

35. Hell's Kitchen (1939) 

36. Yes, My Darling Daughter (1939) 

37. Off the Record (1939) 
... aka Unfit to Print (UK) 

38. Hard to Get (1938) 

39. White Banners (1938) 

40. Hollywood Hotel (1937) 

41. The Perfect Specimen (1937) 

42. The Woman I Love (1937) 
... aka The Woman Between (UK) 

43. Men Are Not Gods (1936) 

44. Small Town Girl (1936) 
... aka One Horse Town (USA: TV title) 

45. Little Lord Fauntleroy (1936) 

46. Broadway Melody of 1936 (1935) 

47. The Call of the Wild (1935) 

48. After Office Hours (1935) 

49. What Every Woman Knows (1934) (photographed by) 

50. Outcast Lady (1934) (photographed by) 
... aka A Woman of the World 

51. The Affairs of Cellini (1934) (photographed by) 
... aka The Firebrand 

52. Moulin Rouge (1934) 

53. After Tonight (1933) 
... aka Sealed Lips (UK) 

54. Flaming Gold (1933) (photographed by) 

55. Bed of Roses (1933) 

56. The Silver Cord (1933) 

57. Our Betters (1933) 

58. The Past of Mary Holmes (1933) 

59. Rockabye (1932) (photographed by) 

60. Two Against the World (1932) (photographed by) 

61. What Price Hollywood? (1932) (photographed by) 

62. Husband's Holiday (1931) 

63. Beloved Bachelor (1931) 

64. Silence (1931) 

65. This Modern Age (1931) 

66. Laughing Sinners (1931) 

67. Dance, Fools, Dance (1931) (photographed by) 

68. Paid (1930) 
... aka Within the Law (UK) 

69. War Nurse (1930) (as Charles Roscher) 

70. Two Worlds (1930) 

71. The Price of Things (1930) 

72. Atlantis (1930) 
... aka Atlantic (Canada: English title) 

73. Deux mondes, Les (1930) 

74. Knowing Men (1930) 

75. Route est belle, La (1930) 
... aka The Road Is Fine (International: English title) 

76. Atlantik (1929) 
... aka Titanic (Australia) (Canada: English title) (India: English title) 

77. The Vagabond Queen (1929) 

78. Eternal Love (1929) 

79. Atlantic (1929) 
... aka Titanic: Disaster in the Atlantic (USA: video title) 

80. Tempest (1928) 

81. My Best Girl (1927) 

82. Sunrise: A Song of Two Humans (1927) 
... aka Sunrise (USA: short title) 

83. Sparrows (1926) 
... aka Human Sparrows (UK) 

84. Little Annie Rooney (1925) 

85. Three Women (1924) 

86. Dorothy Vernon of Haddon Hall (1924) 

87. Tiger Rose (1923) 

88. Rosita (1923) 

89. Sant'Ilario (1923) 

90. Tess of the Storm Country (1922) 

91. Smilin' Through (1922) 
... aka Smiling Through (USA: copyright title) 

92. Little Lord Fauntleroy (1921) 

93. Through the Back Door (1921) 

94. The Love Light (1921) 

95. The White Circle (1920) 

96. Suds (1920) 

97. Pollyanna (1920) 

98. Heart o' the Hills (1919) 
... aka Heart of the Hills 

99. The Hoodlum (1919) 
... aka The Ragamuffin (UK) 

100. Daddy-Long-Legs (1919) 

101. Captain Kidd, Jr. (1919) 

102. The Dub (1919) 

103. Too Many Millions (1918) 

104. Johanna Enlists (1918) 

105. How Could You, Jean? (1918) 

106. The White Man's Law (1918) 

107. The Honor of His House (1918) 
... aka Honor of the House (USA: informal English alternative title) 

108. One More American (1918) 
... aka The Land of the Free (USA: informal English alternative title) 

109. The Widow's Might (1918) 

110. The Secret Game (1917) 

111. The Little Princess (1917) 

112. Hashimura Togo (1917) 

113. At First Sight (1917) 

114. The Primrose Ring (1917) 

115. A Mormon Maid (1917) 

116. On Record (1917) 

117. The Plow Girl (1916) 

118. The Heir to the Hoorah (1916) 

119. Anton the Terrible (1916) 
... aka The Austrian Spy 

120. Common Ground (1916) 

121. The Clown (1916) 

122. The Sowers (1916) 

123. The Blacklist (1916) (as Charles G. Rosher) 

124. Blackbirds (1915) (as Charles G. Rosher) 

125. The Voice in the Fog (1915) 

126. Gene of the Northland (1915) 

127. The Mad Maid of the Forest (1915) 

128. The Smuggler's Lass (1915) 

129. The Mystery of the Poison Pool (1914) (as Charles G. Rosher) 

130. The Next in Command (1914) 

131. The Oath of a Viking (1914) 

132. Santo Icario (1914) 

133. With General Pancho Villa in Mexico (1913) 

134. Early Days in the West (1912) 

135. The Indian Raiders (1912) 

136. Life of Villa (1912) 

Camera and Electrical Department:

1. Atlantik (1929) (camera operator: studio camera) 
... aka Titanic (Australia) (Canada: English title) (India: English title) 

2. Carmen (1915/I) (camera operator) 

Miscellaneous Crew:

1. Faust (1926) (photographic consultant) 
... aka Faust - Eine deutsche Volkssage 
... aka Faust: A German Folk Legend (Canada: English title) 

