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InStep: Remember Page Position

Remembering
Page Position With
Object Styles

Object styles don't usually
apply page geometry, but
they can with this cool trick

by DAVID BLATNER

InDesign’s object styles are key to saving time and
making your documents more consistent. A single
click in the Object Styles panel can apply a host

of formatting to one or more selected objects. For
example, you can assign a fill color, a stroke style, text
frame insets, graphic frame fitting options, and about
a hundred other settings to frames and paths.

But there’s one thing object styles can't do, and
it drives me crazy: You can't use object styles to
apply page geometry—the position of an object on
the page.

Applying page geometry could be helpful in a
wide range of documents. For instance, you could tell
InDesign that every time you assign a “footer” object
style to a text frame, it would jump to the bottom of
the page in exactly the correct position. Or you could
assign a sidebar style and have the object move to
the side margin. But alas, you can't do it. So why am
| even bringing it up here? Because there is a way
around the limitation.

The workaround is based on a simple fact:
Although you can't assign page geometry for a free-
floating object, you can assign it for an anchored
object! Let’s take a quick look at how to use this trick
to create a slider along a numeric indicator. The goal
is to create a set of object styles that, when clicked,
will move the slider to exactly the correct position
on the line.

-

Follow Along with the Sample File

To help you catch on even more quickly, I've created a
sample InDesign file that contains all the elements you
need to follow along. That file is called “SlideSampleFile.
indd”and it’s attached to this PDF. Click on Acrobat’s
paper clip icon to find and download the file.

C——
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Before you build any object styles, let’s build

the pieces of the puzzle. Here, I've created a
temperature gauge and a separate object that will act
as the slider/indicator. | made these in InDesign using
gradients and the Effects panel, but you could make
the slider and indicator in Illustrator or Photoshop and
import them.

e e—

2 Draw a text frame

’I Create the pieces

This workaround relies on the indicator being an

anchored object, and you can't have an anchored
object without a text frame. So here I've drawn an
empty frame. Note that it must be positioned on
the page, or on the pasteboard with at least a small
portion of it touching the page. However, it doesn't
really matter how large the text frame is; make it big
enough for the anchored object now, but you'll be
able to shrink it later.

-

Anchor the line in the text frame

You can anchor any object (or more than one

object, if you've grouped them first) into a text
frame by selecting it with the Selection tool, using
Edit > Cut to move it to the clipboard, switching to
the Type tool, clicking in the text frame, and choosing
Edit > Paste. The result is technically an inline
object—a frame or line (or group, or whatever) that
InDesign places as though it’s a single character in a
story. In this case, you place the indicator object into
the text frame as the only character in the story.

n L':-E

Switch back to the Selection tool, click on the

inline indicator line, and then choose Object
> Anchored Object > Options. The Position pop-
up menu is set to Inline; change it to Custom. The
dialog box is now filled with confusing options. (For
the in-depth scoop on those options, see Pariah
Burke’s article in the October/November 2005 issue
of this magazine.) Here’s all you need to do this time:
Set the X Relative To and the Y Relative To pop-up
menus both to Page Edge, make sure Prevent Manual
Positioning is off, and click OK. Setting these to Page
Edge tells InDesign to place the object relative to the
page itself, no matter where the text frame is.

4 Convert to anchored

Anchored Object Options

— Paosition: | Custom l-ﬂ

I Relative to Spine
— Anchored Object

Reference Point: ., ZdB

— Anchored Position

P
Reference Point: [

X Relative To: | Page Edge I-é-]
¥ Offset: ::'0[)0—

¥ Relative To: | Page Edge I-é-]
¥ Offset: ::'Opo—

f Keep within Top/Bottom Column Boundaries

| Prevent Manual Positioning

| Preview

( Cancel ) 0K

Place the object where you want it

After you clicked OK, the anchored object flew

outside the text frame (probably to the upper-
left corner of the page). But because you Prevent
Manual Positioning disabled in the last step, you
can now use the Selection tool to drag it anywhere.
Here, I've dragged it to the beginning position on the
slider. I've also made the text frame (which holds the
anchored object) really small so it’s less distracting.
You could drag it off into a page corner, too—just as
long as it’s still on the page somewhere.
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Save the position as an object style left side (or press Command/Ctrl-zero). You don’t need
While the anchored object is selected on the to change anything, but | wanted you to see that the
page, open the Object Style panel and choose page position—where you dragged the object to—is
New Object Style from its flyout menu (or Option/ recorded here. Now click OK to save the new style.
Alt-click on the New Object Style button). Give the
object style a descriptive name—I used “0% position” Make more object styles
to indicate where on the slider the line sits. Click the Move the anchored object to another location—
Anchored Object Options pane in the list along the here, I've held down the Shift key and dragged

New Object Style

Style Name: 0% position

Location:
Basic Attributes Anchored Object Options
General 'y
& Fi — Pasition: | Custom 9
g Stroke — . .
E Stroke & Corner Options - Relative to SDI"E
[=] Paragraph Styles — Anchored Object
E Text Frame General Options
W] Text Frame Baseline Options Reference Point: j, gig
E Story Options
g Text Wrap & Other
¥ Anchored Qaject ptians - — Anchored Position
E Frame Fitting Options A4 o . A
eference Point: [ 258 853
Effects for: Object =
B Teansparency X Relative To: [ Page Edge =
Drop Shad 1
E‘ po—x X Offset: = -9p7.501
' Inner Shadow
[ outer Glow Y Relative To: | Page Edge 4]
D Inner Glow
g Beval and Embaoss Y Offset: é 11p9.334
) satin )
() Basic Feather V! Keep within Top/Bottom Column Boundaries
D Directional Feather
| Gradient Feather "] Prevent Manual Positioning
E Preview ( Cancel ) f—en—)

it to the right until it's at

the 100° position. Save this
position as a new object
style, then repeat (move
then save style) until you
have all the positions you
want. If you make the object

styles out of order, don't fret:

You can drag object styles
up and down in the panel to
reorder them.

% Object Styles = p

25% position

[None]
[Basic Graphics Frame]
[Basic Text Frame]
0% position
25% position
S0% position
100% position
@ e O B @

B O
.. |« e » | ¥ il x

Change the position

After making your object styles, apply them one

at a time to the object to see it move around.
When | do this, | often find that | made a mistake on
one or more of the object styles. Fortunately, you can
easily remedy this: Apply the style that has a mistaken
location, position the object where it should be (you'll
see a + sign appear next to the style name in the
panel), then choose Redefine Style from the Object
Styles panel flyout menu.

[5Onectses XL "% New Object Style...
L TE 7 Duplicate Style...
[Nene] B 4 Delete Style...
[Basic Graphics Frame] B3 i !
[Basic Text Frame] &3] } Redefine SN'E A
0% position ||  Style Options...
25% position ' |
50% position+ Clear Overrides
100% position ', + Clear Overrides When Applying Style
= oo B B 9 4 Clear Attributes Not Defined by Style
Break Link to Style
Default Text Frame Style >
Default Graphic Frame Style >

Load Object Styles...
Select All Unused

New Style Group...
Open All Groups
Close All Groups

Copy to Group...
New Group from Styles...

Sort by Name

Small Panel Rows
T
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Click here for free InDesign
tips in your in-box

Give yourself clues rinting text frames (on non-printing layers, or turn
4 ; . prfiing fex o prIS o every week
The primary downside to setting up your on the Non-printing feature in the Attributes panel).
objects and object styles like this is that you These notes will remind you or your colleagues how
may later forget that the document was built this way the file was created.
(or someone else working on the document ill be
confused). But if you choose both View > Show Text u
Threads and Type > Show Hidden Characters, you David Blatner is the Editorial Director of InDesign Magazine, the
can see clues to how the document was created (the co-host of InDesignSecrets.com, the co-author of Real World

InDesign CS3, and the presenter of lynda.com’s InDesign CS3:
Beyond the Basics title.

dashed line indicates where the object is anchored,
the Yen symbol indicates an anchored object is
present in that frame). You can also add notes in non-

Note: This slider is an -anchored object#
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