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In Marshall McLuhan'’s time, media was shifting from the comfort

of to the unknown world of . Radio and
television dominated this new territory, introducing the concept
of an . McLuhan’s theories on

the ever changing media landscape were groundbreaking. He
was writing about the effects of mass media on our lives while |
he himself was experiencing the shift from a print world to an
electronic one.
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When read today, McLuhan'’s theories seem
almost PROPHETIC. :
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“The next medium, whatever it is... will include television as its
content, not as its environment, and will transform television into
an art form. A computer as a research and communication
instrument could enhance retrieval, obsolesce mass library
organisation, retrieve the individual’s encyclopedic function and flip
it into a private line to speedily tailored data of a saleable kind.”
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In the , McLuhan wrote that IS
being communicated is of much less
importance than the
through which it is being communicated. It was
his belief that the technology through which

the message is transferred

CHANGES OUR SOCIETY OUR INDIVIDUALITY



McLuhan was not saying that content is He was saying that when we pay too much attention to it, we ignore the
power of form in shaping our experience.
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When the printing press was invented

became a reality.

The form changed our collective experience with how we interacted with media.
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The same thing happened when the birth of happened:
televisions,
telephones,
devices,
redefined time and space and extended our experience beyond our
boundaries, and also changed us as a




| Then came the world wide web—the internet.
And just as McLuhan predicted, it has changed how we live in the world once again.




“The next medium,
whatever it is... will include
television as its content,
not as its environment, and
will transform television
into an art form.”

- McLuhan in
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“Instead of going out and buying a packaged

book of which there have been five thousand

copies printed, you will go to the telephone...
and say you're working on a history of

Egyptian arithmetic ... they say it will be right

over. And they at once Xerox, with the help

of computers from the libraries of the world,

all the latest material just for you personally...
They send you the package as a direct

personal service.”

- McLuhan in

“A computer as a research and
communication instrument could
enhance retrieval, obsolesce mass

library organisation, retrieve the
individual’s encyclopedic function

and flip it into a private line to

speedily tailored data of a
saleable kind.”

- McLuhan in
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television as its content,
not as its environment, and
will transform television

into an

1




& riotiogged in Talk Cosiribetions Creme aooount Log in

<l 3
'Ii) Adicle  Talk Rosd  View sowrns  Viw' hislony

Martin Luther King Jr.

Frem Wik, e fee sncyocrecin “Instead of going out and buying a packaged
Werts Lusoer K" “MLI” ockucthers. Foroive Uses, sve i Luther 0 tsmmoiumsio book of which there have been five thousand

st ki g e et ikt pary i e g Bt A i copies printed, you will go to the telephone...

3 e T and say you're working on a history of

Egyptian arithmetic ... they say it will be right
over. And they at once Xerox, with the help
of computers from the

all the latest material just for you personally...

They send you the package as a direct

personal service.”

Welcome to Wikipedia,

the free encyclopedia that anyone can edit.
5,975,893 articles in English

arded (e Presidental Medal of Freedam and the Cor
Gus Citig fning in 1871, haliday
f LS. have been renamed in his honar, &

wanad on tha Matioral Mall in Washingion, D,C., was dedicaied in 2091

From today's featured article

Jean-Francois-|
East India Cog
1770. Borg

the g

- -

e French Navy.



“A computer as a research and
communication instrument could
enhance retrieval, obsolesce mass
library organisation, retrieve the

individual’s encyclopedic function and
flip it into a private line to speedily
tailored data of a 1
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"Everything happens at once. There's no continuity, there's no connection,
there's no follow through—




By Julia Moore




